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and from the expositions of the saints as from its fountain-
head, yet it doth not turn mainly to those sources, either in
study or in ecclesiastical practice.   For this canon law should
in justice be expounded, and harmonized, and corroborated,
and confirmed from the Holy Scriptures, since to them it
owes its origin.   But now it is mainly expounded and har-
monized and discussed through civil law, whereunto it is
altogether attracted both in study and in practice, which is
altogether unjust; although indeed civil law may rightly be
used in subservience to canon law, as a servant to a mistress.
O therefore that the cavils and frauds of lawyers might be
put down, and that causes might be settled without din of
litigation, as was men's wont forty years ago!   0 that I might
live to see this with mine own eyes!   For if we removed
the din of litigation and the cavils and abuses of lawyers, then
clergy and laity alike would enjoy justice and peace.   For, if
once canon law were purged from this superfluity of civil
law, and were ruled by divinity, then would the Church be
gloriously ruled, according to her proper dignity.   For there
are and would be many who, if this were so, would never
cease from the study of wisdom until they had fulfilled their
aim, if they had their livelihood meanwhile; and some would
complete theology, some philosophy, and others would rectify
canon law and reduce it to its proper state....
But, most blessed Pope and most wise Lord, may your
Majesty deign to consider this; for you alone can apply the
remedy, since there never was a Pope so truly learned in the
law as you, nor (as I believe) shall be; and, though there be
some who know law well, yet there is no hope that such men
will be elected to the papacy.   But it hath been prophesied
some forty years since, and to many men hath it been revealed
in visions, that in our days there shall be a Pope who shall
purge canon law and God's Church from the cavils and frauds
of lawyers, and that justice shall be done everywhere without
din of litigation; and it shall come to pass., through ttie goo&-
ness and truth and justice of this Pope^ that the Greeks shall
come back to the obedience of the Roman Church, and most'
of the Tartais shall be Converted to the Faith, and the Sara-
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